What’s That Smell?
Try It Out
Flip open the lid on each of the spice bottles and sniff. Take a guess as to what is
in the container. (The answers are on the bottom.)
What’s the Big Deal?
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Through years of research, Buck discovered that each
cell in our nose capable of “smelling” something can
only detect a certain number of substances. She
found a set of genes that code for the individual
proteins that drive these receptors. Each protein
changes when a particular odor attaches to the
receptor and sends an electrical signal to the brain.
On the brain side of things, Buck discovered the
olfactory bulb, which processes the electrical signals
and is almost identical across all people.
Olfactory system (Image: perceptionsense.com)

Think about that the next time you smell something
cooking!

Wonder While You Walk…
Do pieces of a substance actually go up your nose when you smell that
substance? Do substances go up your nose that you can’t smell? Why can you
smell some things but not others?
We host rotating exhibits on science and technology.
Ideas or suggestions? Let us know.

What will you discover tomorrow?
littlefreemuseum.org

facebook.com/littlefreemuseum
@LFMuseum
info@littlefreemuseum.org

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Send us an email

